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Blog: Rick Poynor 

On Displa\: The Kirkland Museum

V ance Kirkland, Antipodean Garden, casein on wood, 1949. Kirkland Museum of Fine & Decorative A rt

A couple of weeks ago, in the Denver Museum of Art, I walked into a room full of

marvelous paintings by an artist who was unknown to me. I had seen two or three similar

pictures by him before, though I had never taken in the painter¶s name, Vance Kirkland.

The paintings, on view in a section titled “Earth and Fire,” belonged to different phases in

the Colorado artist¶s career. I was particularly drawn to Kirkland¶s landscapes from the

1940s showing Surrealist influences — that won¶t surprise regular readers of this blog —

but his later works, swirling stellar abstracts that send you plunging into a moment of

cosmic eruption or creation, were also stunning. I made a mental note to find out more

about Kirkland later.

The next day I was wandering in the city when I noticed on a map that there was a

Kirkland Museum of Fine & Decorative Art. How many significant artists called Kirkland

could there be in Denver? It was mid-afternoon and it was my last chance before leaving

Denver in the morning so I hot footed it over to Pearl Street, where the museum is located,

hoping that this would prove to be the Kirkland mother lode.
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�������R�E�V�H�U�Y�H�U�V�U�R�R�P���G�H�V�L�J�Q�R�E�V�H�U�Y�H�U���F�R�P���U�L�F�N�S�R�\�Q�R�U���S�R�V�W���«��������������

�Z�R�X�O�G���U�H�W�X�U�Q���V�R�R�Q�����: �K�H�Q���K�H���D�U�U�L�Y�H�G�����K�H���V�D�L�G���K�L�V���Q�D�P�H���Z�D�V���+�X�J�K���* �U�D�Q�W���² ���K�H���V�R�P�H�W�L�P�H�V

�Z�H�D�U�V���D���F�D�S�H�����,���O�H�D�U�Q�H�G���O�D�W�H�U�����D�Q�G���F�X�W�V���T�X�L�W�H���D���I�L�J�X�U�H���D�U�R�X�Q�G���' �H�Q�Y�H�U���² ���D�Q�G���K�H���R�I�I�H�U�H�G���W�R

�V�K�R�Z���P�H���R�W�K�H�U���S�D�L�Q�W�L�Q�J�V���E�\ ���. �L�U�N�O�D�Q�G���L�Q���K�L�V���R�I�I�L�F�H�����Z�K�H�U�H���K�H���G�U�H�Z���W�R���P�\ ���D�W�W�H�Q�W�L�R�Q���D

�S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U�O�\ ���E�U�L�O�O�L�D�Q�W���S�L�F�W�X�U�H���W�K�D�W���P�L�[ �H�G���R�L�O�V���D�Q�G���Z�D�W�H�U�F�R�O�R�U���L�Q���L�P�S�R�V�V�L�E�O�\ ���F�R�P�S�O�H�[

�W�U�D�Q�V�O�X�F�H�Q�W���O�D�\ �H�U�V�����. �L�U�N�O�D�Q�G���Z�D�V���D���P�D�V�W�H�U���R�I���S�D�L�Q�W�H�U�O�\ ���W�H�F�K�Q�L�T�X�H�����* �U�D�Q�W���Z�D�V���. �L�U�N�O�D�Q�G�¶�V

�I�U�L�H�Q�G���D�Q�G���L�Q�K�H�U�L�W�H�G���K�L�V���H�V�W�D�W�H�����W�K�H���D�U�W�L�V�W�¶�V���D�U�W���D�Q�G���G�H�V�L�J�Q���F�R�O�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q���E�H�F�D�P�H���W�K�H���I�R�X�Q�G�D�W�L�R�Q�V

�I�R�U���W�K�H���H�[ �W�U�D�R�U�G�L�Q�D�U�\ ���F�R�O�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q���* �U�D�Q�W���K�D�V���E�X�L�O�W�����+�H���K�D�V���Z�U�L�W�W�H�Q���H�[ �W�H�Q�V�L�Y�H�O�\ ���D�E�R�X�W���. �L�U�N�O�D�Q�G

�D�Q�G���R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�H�G���P�D�Q�\ ���S�R�V�W�K�X�P�R�X�V���V�K�R�Z�V���R�I���K�L�V���Z�R�U�N��

�9�D�Q�F�H���. �L�U�N�O�D�Q�G�����: �R�G�H�Q�¶�V���5�L�Q�J�����Z�D�W�H�U�F�R�O�R�U���D�Q�G���J�R�X�D�F�K�H������ �� �� �� �����. �L�U�N�O�D�Q�G���0 �X�V�H�X�P

�9�D�Q�F�H���. �L�U�N�O�D�Q�G�����0�D�U�W�L�D�Q���' �D�Q�F�H�����Z�D�W�H�U�F�R�O�R�U�����J�R�X�D�F�K�H���D�Q�G���G�H�Q�D�W�X�U�H�G���D�O�F�R�K�R�O������ �� �� �� �����. �L�U�N�O�D�Q�G���0 �X�V�H�X�P��

�* �U�D�Q�W���G�L�Y�L�G�H�V���. �L�U�N�O�D�Q�G�¶�V���S�D�L�Q�W�L�Q�J�V���L�Q�W�R���I�L�Y�H���S�K�D�V�H�V�����G�H�V�L�J�Q�H�G���U�H�D�O�L�V�P������ �� �� �� ���� �� �������6�X�U�U�H�D�O�L�V�P

���� �� �� �� ���� �� �������K�D�U�G���H�G�J�H���D�E�V�W�U�D�F�W�L�R�Q������ �� �� �� ���� �� �������D�E�V�W�U�D�F�W���H�[ �S�U�H�V�V�L�R�Q�L�V�P������ �� �� �� ���� �� �������D�Q�G���G�R�W

�S�D�L�Q�W�L�Q�J�V������ �� �� �� ���� �� �������: �K�L�O�H���W�K�H���V�W�\ �O�H���H�Y�R�O�Y�H�G�����W�K�H���D�U�W�L�V�W�¶�V���F�R�Q�F�H�U�Q�V���U�H�P�D�L�Q�H�G���H�V�V�H�Q�W�L�D�O�O�\ ���W�K�H

�V�D�P�H�����+�H���Z�D�V���I�D�V�F�L�Q�D�W�H�G���E�\ ���P�R�P�H�Q�W�V���R�I���R�U�L�J�L�Q���D�Q�G���F�U�H�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���L�Q���W�K�H���V�X�U�U�H�D�O�L�V�W�L�F���S�D�L�Q�W�L�Q�J�V

�² ���Z�L�W�K���W�L�W�O�H�V���O�L�N�H���6�L�[ ���0�L�O�O�L�R�Q���<�H�D�U�V���$�J�R���D�Q�G���7�H�Q���0�L�O�O�L�R�Q���<�H�D�U�V���$�J�R���² ���W�K�H���O�D�Q�G�V�F�D�S�H���D�S�S�H�D�U�V

�W�R���O�L�Y�H���D�Q�G���Z�U�L�W�K�H���Z�L�W�K���S�U�L�P�R�U�G�L�D�O���H�Q�H�U�J�\ ���Z�K�L�O�H���W�L�Q�\ ���K�X�P�D�Q���I�L�J�X�U�H�V���D�Q�G���R�W�K�H�U���F�U�H�D�W�X�U�H�V���I�L�Q�G

�V�K�H�O�W�H�U���L�Q���F�R�O�R�V�V�D�O���W�Z�L�V�W�L�Q�J���E�U�D�Q�F�K�H�V���D�Q�G���U�R�R�W���V�\ �V�W�H�P�V�����,�Q���W�K�H���H�D�U�O�\ ���� �� �� �� �V�����. �L�U�N�O�D�Q�G

�H�[ �K�L�E�L�W�H�G���L�Q���1�H�Z���<�R�U�N���Z�L�W�K���0�D�[ ���(�U�Q�V�W�����)�U�R�P���D�U�R�X�Q�G���� �� �� �� �����K�L�V���S�L�F�W�X�U�H�V���R�I���³�P�\ �V�W�H�U�L�H�V��� �́��D�V���K�H

�V�R�P�H�W�L�P�H�V���F�D�O�O�H�G���W�K�H�P�����V�X�J�J�H�V�W���D���K�L�J�K�O�\ ���V�R�S�K�L�V�W�L�F�D�W�H�G���I�R�U�P���R�I���D�E�V�W�U�D�F�W���V�F�L�H�Q�F�H���I�L�F�W�L�R�Q���D�U�W��

�Z�L�W�K���E�R�L�O�L�Q�J���J�D�V�H�V���D�Q�G���G�U�L�I�W�L�Q�J���F�O�R�X�G�V���R�I���Y�D�S�R�U�����D�O�W�K�R�X�J�K���W�K�H�\ ���Z�H�U�H���Q�H�Y�H�U���X�V�H�G�����D�V���W�K�H�\

�P�L�J�K�W���K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q�����R�Q���E�R�R�N���F�R�Y�H�U�V�����. �L�U�N�O�D�Q�G�¶�V���O�D�W�H�U���S�L�F�W�X�U�H�V���D�U�H���W�X�P�X�O�W�X�R�X�V���%�L�J���%�D�Q�J�V���D�Q�G

�V�K�R�R�W�L�Q�J���V�X�S�H�U�Q�R�Y�D�V���R�I���Y�L�E�U�D�Q�W���F�R�O�R�U���S�D�L�Q�V�W�D�N�L�Q�J�O�\ ���U�H�Q�G�H�U�H�G�����D�V���K�H���K�X�Q�J���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���F�H�L�O�L�Q�J���L�Q

�K�L�V���V�W�U�D�S�V�����Z�L�W�K���W�K�R�X�V�D�Q�G�V���R�I���O�L�W�W�O�H���G�R�W�V�����+�H�U�H�����W�R�R�����K�H���G�U�D�Z�V���D�W�W�H�Q�W�L�R�Q���W�R���K�L�V���R�E�V�H�V�V�L�R�Q���Z�L�W�K

�W�L�W�O�H�V���V�X�F�K���D�V���(�[ �S�O�R�V�L�R�Q�V���R�Q���D���6�X�Q���� �� �� ���%�L�O�O�L�R�Q���/�L�J�K�W���<�H�D�U�V���I�U�R�P���(�D�U�W�K�����7�K�H�V�H���Z�H�U�H���P�X�F�K���O�H�V�V

�Z�H�O�O���U�H�F�H�L�Y�H�G�����E�X�W���. �L�U�N�O�D�Q�G���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H�G���W�R���S�D�L�Q�W���W�K�H�P���I�R�U���K�L�V���R�Z�Q���S�O�H�D�V�X�U�H��

�,���D�V�N�H�G���* �U�D�Q�W���Z�K�H�W�K�H�U���. �L�U�N�O�D�Q�G���U�H�D�G���V�F�L�H�Q�F�H���I�L�F�W�L�R�Q�����+�H���V�D�L�G���Q�R�W�����E�X�W���W�K�H���S�D�L�Q�W�H�U���Z�D�V

�F�H�U�W�D�L�Q�O�\ ���S�U�H�R�F�F�X�S�L�H�G���Z�L�W�K���V�F�L�H�Q�F�H���D�Q�G���U�H�D�G���E�R�R�N�V���D�E�R�X�W���W�K�H���V�X�E�M�H�F�W�����³�%�X�W���K�H���Z�D�V���Q�R�W���U�H�D�O�O�\

�F�R�Q�F�H�U�Q�H�G���Z�K�H�W�K�H�U���V�F�L�H�Q�F�H���S�U�R�Y�H�V���R�U���U�H�I�X�W�H�V���K�L�V���S�D�L�Q�W�L�Q�J�V��� �́��Z�U�L�W�H�V���* �U�D�Q�W�����³�+�H���Z�D�V���P�H�U�H�O�\

�X�V�L�Q�J���R�X�W�H�U���V�S�D�F�H���D�V���D���Y�H�K�L�F�O�H���I�R�U���K�L�V���L�P�D�J�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�����D�Q�G���Z�D�V���V�W�L�P�X�O�D�W�H�G���E�\ ���W�K�H���Y�D�V�W�Q�H�V�V���R�I

�V�S�D�F�H���D�Q�G���W�L�P�H�����D�Q�G���W�K�H���H�Q�H�U�J�\ ���W�K�D�W���H�[ �L�V�W�V���W�K�H�U�H�����,�W���Z�R�X�O�G���R�Q�O�\ ���E�H���D���F�R�L�Q�F�L�G�H�Q�F�H�����O�L�N�H���-�X�O�H�V
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�������R�E�V�H�U�Y�H�U�V�U�R�R�P���G�H�V�L�J�Q�R�E�V�H�U�Y�H�U���F�R�P���U�L�F�N�S�R�\�Q�R�U���S�R�V�W���«��������������

�V�S�D�F�H���D�Q�G���W�L�P�H�����D�Q�G���W�K�H���H�Q�H�U�J�\ ���W�K�D�W���H�[ �L�V�W�V���W�K�H�U�H�����,�W���Z�R�X�O�G���R�Q�O�\ ���E�H���D���F�R�L�Q�F�L�G�H�Q�F�H�����O�L�N�H���-�X�O�H�V

�9�H�U�Q�H�¶�V���I�L�F�W�L�R�Q�����L�I���V�R�P�H�W�K�L�Q�J���Z�D�V���V�X�E�V�W�D�Q�W�L�D�W�H�G���L�Q���. �L�U�N�O�D�Q�G�¶�V���S�D�L�Q�W�L�Q�J�V�����>�����������@���7�K�H���P�R�U�H���R�Q�H

�O�R�R�N�V���D�W���W�K�H���S�D�L�Q�W�L�Q�J�V�����W�K�H���O�H�V�V���L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�W���D���U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q���W�R���V�F�L�H�Q�F�H���E�H�F�R�P�H�V�����E�H�F�D�X�V�H���W�K�H�\

�V�W�D�Q�G���R�Q���W�K�H�L�U���R�Z�Q���D�V���H�[ �D�P�S�O�H�V���R�I���D�Q���D�U�W�L�V�W�¶�V���X�Q�L�T�X�H���L�P�D�J�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���D�V���R�U�L�J�L�Q�D�O���D�E�V�W�U�D�F�W

�F�D�Q�Y�D�V�H�V���´

�9�D�Q�F�H���. �L�U�N�O�D�Q�G�����7�K�H���(�Q�H�U�J�\ ���R�I���( �[�S�O�R�V�L�R�Q�V���� �� ���%�L�O�O�L�R�Q���<�H�D�U�V���%���&�����R�L�O�����Z�D�W�H�U���D�Q�G���J�R�O�G���R�Q���O�L�Q�H�Q������ �� �� �� �����. �L�U�N�O�D�Q�G

�0 �X�V�H�X�P

�' �H�Q�Y�H�U���K�D�V���V�R�P�H���H�[ �F�H�O�O�H�Q�W���D�U�W���D�W�W�U�D�F�W�L�R�Q�V�����7�K�H���' �H�Q�Y�H�U���$�U�W���0�X�V�H�X�P�����H�[ �W�H�Q�G�H�G���D���I�H�Z���\ �H�D�U�V

�D�J�R���E�\ ���' �D�Q�L�H�O���/�L�E�H�V�N�L�Q�G�����L�V���W�H�U�U�L�I�L�F�����0�&�$���' �H�Q�Y�H�U�����W�K�H���P�X�V�H�X�P���R�I���F�R�Q�W�H�P�S�R�U�D�U�\ ���D�U�W

�G�H�V�L�J�Q�H�G���E�\ ���' �D�Y�L�G���$�G�M�D�\ �H�����K�D�V���W�R���E�H���R�Q���D�Q�\ ���D�U�W���O�R�Y�H�U�¶�V���U�R�X�W�H�����%�X�W���L�I���,���K�D�G���W�R���S�L�F�N���M�X�V�W���R�Q�H

�' �H�Q�Y�H�U���P�X�V�H�X�P���W�R���U�H�Y�L�V�L�W���L�W���Z�R�X�O�G���E�H���W�K�H���. �L�U�N�O�D�Q�G���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���W�K�H���R�Y�H�U�O�R�D�G�H�G���G�L�V�S�O�D�\ �V���K�D�Y�H���D
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